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this monthly newsletter in an effort to help our members be educated and 
informed in the financial world today.

Your taxes are a major family expense, and at some point, your 
children will come asking questions about them. What should and 
shouldn’t you share?
 
Two of the main factors to consider are age and maturity level. 
You know your own child better than anyone else, and making the 
decision to discuss your taxes is not to be taken lightly.
 
It is important for children to understand that family finances are a 
personal matter. They should also realize that, just because every 
penny isn’t spent, it doesn’t mean that money is available.
 
Like any other important conversation, prepare ahead of time, have 
your tax information in order and make a list of possible questions 
your child may ask, such as:

> If you are paid x%, why do you only bring y home?
> If we have b left over, why can’t we spend it?
> Why is your tax percentage so high/low?
> My friend’s dad pays c, does that mean they…?
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This is a personal decision for each family, and the goal of this 
discussion is to prepare your child for adulthood, and show them 
what to expect once they are a part of the working world.
 
Finally, but of equal importance, is a discussion on what taxes are 
for. What do taxes do? Why do we pay taxes? Why do some people 
pay more taxes than others? These are all questions that will lead 
your child to having a better understanding of how our social system 
works, and this conversation can be tailored to even a preschooler.
 
Tax time presents some teachable moments, but it’s up to you as a 
parent to do the teaching. Good luck with your discussion and never 
be afraid to say you don’t know the answer to their question. Finding 
it out together could be a great learning and bonding experience for 
both of you! 
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Talking to Your Kids About Taxes:
How much should you share?
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You could win $25—just for reading the Energy One Source. 
A member’s name and the last three numbers of their zip 
will be hidden within the newsletter (example: JDoe119). 
If it matches your name and zip, e-mail earmstrong@
energyone.org with Newsletter Contest in the subject line. 
Once the match is verified, Energy One will deposit $25 into 
the winner’s account. Contest rules are available online at 
energyone.org/newslettercontest.asp.

 

Just for Grins:
“A study of economics 
usually reveals that the 
best time to buy any-
thing is last year.”
 - Marty Allen

 
Smart 
Thoughts: 
Make the most of your-
self, for that is all there 
is of you.  ~Ralph Waldo 
Emerson

This year you could win triple your refund amount (or the amount you owe) when 
you do your own taxes with TurboTax. Simply try any TurboTax Online product 
and get an opportunity to win up to $10K.1 

•	 No tax knowledge needed. TurboTax translates taxes into simple ques-
tions about your life, and puts your information in the right places for you.
•	 Double checks as you go. TurboTax coaches you every step of the way 
and automatically double checks your return for errors.
•	 You’re never alone. If you have questions, TurboTax has answers and 
is ready to help.

Start Turbo Tax now for free and be entered for a chance to win!

1 TurboTax Triple My Refund Sweepstakes. NO PURCHASE OR FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE NECES-
SARY. Open to legal residents of the fifty (50) United States or the District of Columbia, 18 years of age 
or older at time of entry. Void in Puerto Rico and where prohibited by law. Sweepstakes ends 2/27/14. 
Subject to complete Official Rules and all applicable federal, state and local laws. For Official Rules includ-
ing odds of winning, alternate method of entry, and prize descriptions, visit the Official Rules. PRIZES: 
One (1) Grand Prize: We will triple the amount of your refund or payment to/from the IRS on your 2013 
federal tax return up to a maximum of a $10,000 payout. Winner will receive a minimum of $3,000 if their 
refund or payment is less than $1,000 and a maximum of $10,000 if their refund or payment is greater 
than $3,334. Prize awarded in the form of a check. Retail Value (RV) up to a maximum of $10,000. Three 
(3) First Prizes: A check for $2,500. Retail value, $2,500 each. Twelve (12) Second Prizes: A check for 
$500. Retail value, $500 each. Maximum retail value of all prizes is $23,500. The odds of winning a prize 
depend upon the total number of eligible entries received by the end of the Promotion Period. SPONSOR: 
Intuit Inc., 7535 Torrey Santa Fe Rd, SDG-2A-03-22F, San Diego, CA, 92129.

Get your taxes done right-
and enter for a chance to win up to $10,000

Share the Love
Refer a friend or family member

February is all about love. Valentine’s Day is a reminder to tell our loved ones how much we love and appreciate 
them. Flowers, cards, and chocolates are all common gifts given in February. Why not share the gift of a valuable 
credit union? When your credit union grows, everyone benefits! Contact a friend or family member and let them 
know how much you love your credit union. Tell them about the great financial services, better rates and lower fees 
that are available through your credit union. Wouldn’t your friends and family rather be personalized members than 
just another bank account number? Click here to get started.
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